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102 pages long.  Mostly 
definitions. 
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Mini-dorm regulations in San Diego 

 
 Mini-dorms are characterized as single-family homes that are rented out to multiple residents (usually 
students) at a time.  
 
 
 The second ordinance, the Rooming House Ordinance, was adopted by the City Council on April 15, 
2008. The Rooming House Ordinance mandates that landlords cannot rent out three or more individual 
rooms of a home under separate leases. Additionally, rooming houses are only allowed as a permitted 
use in certain residential zones or commercial zones. It also only allows continued use of the property 
as a rooming house for three years (April 2011). Finally, with the exception of certain specified 
situations, the ordinance requires one parking space per tenant for all rentals that meet the criteria of 
a rooming house.  
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102 pages long.  Mostly 
definitions. 



“12,600-square-foot vacant lot 
zoned for up to 22 homes. The 

project applicant, Kansas-
based Elsey Partners, wants to 

build 128 private bedrooms 
on the property with shared 
kitchens, lounge suites and a 

rooftop sun deck.”  
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Background Resources 
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