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Illinois Principals Association to Host “Leaders of Hope”
Conference in October

Springfield, IL – The Illinois Principals Association will host its 51st Education Leaders Annual
Conference and Exhibition, “Leaders of Hope,” October 16-18, 2022, in Springfield, IL. The annual
conference provides an opportunity for principals and other administrators to learn from leaders in
the education field and participate in sessions to better serve their schools.

2022-2023 IPA President Raúl Gastón shared, “Although we must pause to acknowledge the
realities of the past two years and the challenges we have collectively faced globally, we cannot and
must not remain in that space. As leaders in our respective communities, it is our inherent
obligation to do our absolute best to help our students and staff move forward. Leaders of Hope is
focused on providing all who attend experiences and opportunities to bring hope back to their
school through exemplary presenters and topics. Every school leader owes it to themselves to be a
leader of hope, and I cannot wait to share in this journey alongside them in Springfield, IL this
October.”

The Educational Leaders conference will begin Sunday with a golf tournament at The Rail Golf Club.
The IPA Board of Directors, IPA Congress, Legislative Committee, and School Leader Networks will
meet Sunday afternoon at the Abraham Lincoln Doubletree Hotel. The first day concludes with a
welcome reception sponsored by Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA) at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum to honor IPA Past Presidents.

The conference will include presentations from keynote speakers Matt Mayberry, Illinois State
Superintendent Dr. Carmen Ayala, and Dr. Robyn R. Jackson. Small group sessions at the
conference include timely topics such as: leading with resilience, creating a restorative school
culture, trauma-informed leadership, school leader recruitment, and social-emotional learning
strategies.

The first general session on Monday morning will feature Matt Mayberry, a former linebacker for
the Chicago Bears who is now an internationally acclaimed keynote speaker and leading global
expert in leadership development, culture change, and organizational performance. Matt took the
lessons he learned on the field and in the locker room straight to the boardroom. These lessons as
an athlete have been instrumental in helping him build stronger leadership teams and execute
high–impact cultural transformations, enhancing the performance of organizations in every sector
for over a decade. Mayberry will present his keynote, “Driving Hope as a Transformational Leader”
Monday morning, followed by a breakout session entitled “Winning Plays for Educational Leaders.”

Speakers at the second general session on Monday afternoon include Dr. Carmen Ayala, Illinois
State Superintendent of Schools, and Raúl Gastón, 2022-2023 IPA President. IPA Principal of the



Year awards, the Reaching Out & Building Bridges Award, and the Mr. John Ourth & Dr. Fred W.
Singleton Professional Development Scholarships will also be presented at this session.

Conference attendees will gather Monday evening at “The Future is Strong with You” Gala,
sponsored by Books Are Fun, at the Abraham Lincoln DoubleTree Hotel ballroom.

Dr. Robyn Jackson, CEO of Mindsteps, Inc., will begin the conference Tuesday morning with her
presentation, “How to Protect Your Confidence.” She will also host a breakout session following her
presentation on setting a vision for success for 100% of students, how to make that success possible
in the next 3 years and do it with the people and resources leaders already have. Dr. Jackson
combines her experience as a high school English teacher and middle school administrator to help
educators develop rigorous instructional programs that provide students with the support and
motivation they need to reach or exceed standards.

The conference will conclude on Tuesday with IPA’s own Brian Schwartz, Deputy Executive Director
and General Legal Counsel, and Alison Maley, Government and Public Relations Director, as they
provide an update on the education-related laws passed during the 2022 Illinois Legislative Session.
Schwartz and Maley will also discuss the upcoming general election, hot topics likely to be
addressed in the 2023 Session, and how school leaders can stay up to date on the legal and
legislative items that impact their schools.

For more information about the IPA or to register to attend, please visit www.ilprincipals.org.

The Illinois Principals Association is a leadership organization which serves over 6,100 educational
leaders throughout the state of Illinois and whose mission is to develop, support, and advocate for

innovative educational leaders.

###


