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The mission of Preble Street is 

to provide accessible barrier-free 

services to empower people 

experiencing problems with 

homelessness, housing, hunger, 

and poverty, and to advocate for 

solutions to these problems.
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• Nonprofit human service agency serving the most 

vulnerable people in Maine since 1975

• Operates on the principles of access for everyone, harm 

reduction, trauma-informed care, and unconditional 

positive regard

• Operates low-barrier programs throughout Maine 

providing 24/365 services meeting urgent needs

• Develops innovative solutions to homelessness, hunger, 

and poverty

About Preble Street
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Preble Street programs
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• Resource Center

• Teen Services

• Food Programs

• Anti-Trafficking Services

• Maine Medical Center-Preble Street 

Learning Collaborative

• Residential Services

• Veterans Housing Services

• Advocacy



• Population of 1.3 million people 

in 16 counties

• Maine is the most rural state in 

the country — two counties 

have 100% of their populations 

living in rural areas*

* 2018 census

About Maine
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• Vast distances to cover

• Lengthy drive times

• Limited shelter options

• Limited affordable housing options

• Limited social service resources

• Maine is cold! 

Challenges of delivering rural services
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• Creative outreach in “unusual” places

• Auto service stations, corner stores and 

grocery stores, diners, Dunkin’ Donuts

• Food pantries, post offices, faith 

communities, fishing and lobstering 

communities on the working waterfronts

• Snowmobile and mountain biking clubs

Outreach efforts
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• Community partner relationships are vital

• Concentrated efforts to local emergency 

rooms, fire departments, and police 

stations

• Town halls, municipal General Assistance 

offices

Outreach efforts (continued)
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• Partnerships with churches, 

community centers, and other 

small organizations and 

nonprofits across the state

• Access to General Assistance

• Existing social networks

“Coming inside”
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Photographs and stories are not necessarily from the same individuals



• Elderly veteran sleeping in an 

unheated storage unit in a rural 

county

• Preble Street caseworkers found the 

veteran and helped him apply for 

emergency housing with the local 

General Assistance office to get a 

temporary motel room

• The veteran is now happily housed 

in a subsidized apartment!

Signs of hope from creative partnerships in rural communities
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Photographs and stories are not necessarily from the same individuals



Thank You


